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is here. We have tried to be good partners.
We’ve granted 5 comprehensive health care
waivers, 90 smaller waivers in the health care
area, 7 welfare reform waivers already. We have
tried to make good on our commitment to push
through a new partnership with the States. And
I think that you will find that we’ll continue
to do that and we’re eager to do it.

But the first major thing that will happen
in this legislative session is, in closing, the crime
bill. After we pass the education bills—I think
that Secretary Riley is in pretty good shape with
Goals 2000 and the school-to-work transition.
But then the next thing that will come up is
the crime bill. Then we’ll go to the other meas-

ures I mentioned. And I really look forward
to working with you on them.

I ask you for your help. I asked the mayors,
and I will ask you to put together a bipartisan
committee to come up here to work with us,
to be willing to lobby with us, and to help
us pass a bill that is tough and smart.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Governors Carroll A. Campbell, Jr.,
of South Carolina, Howard Dean of Vermont, and
Pete Wilson of California.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Chancellor
Helmut Kohl of Germany
January 31, 1994

Interest Rates
Q. Mr. President, do you agree with Chair-

man Greenspan’s comments this morning that
interest rates need to be raised to get ahead
of inflation?

The President. Well, I agree that there’s no
evidence that inflation is coming back into the
economy. There is still a kind of a gap between
short- and long-term rates, so it may be that—
if they make that decision on short-term rates,
what I hope is that it won’t raise long-term
rates, because there’s no need to do it. And
I hope that the stock market won’t take an ad-
verse view because we’ve still got good, strong
growth in this economy.

But we want to manage it with real discipline,
that is we don’t want to have one of these roller
coaster things. We want the economy to grow
in a very stable, solid way. And obviously, low
interest rates are critical to that. I consider that
part of the kind of compact we’ve all made
where we’ll continue to reduce the deficit, and
we’ve got to keep inflation down and interest
rates down so that people can afford to borrow
money and invest.

Northern Ireland
Q. How does letting Gerry Adams into the

U.S. advance the cause of peace?

The President. Well, we hope it will advance
the cause of peace. You know, that’s a very
thorny problem. But his comments over the last
several days on the questions of violence and
the joint declaration, I thought, justified not a
general visa but a very narrow visa for the pur-
pose of coming to this conference in the hope
that it will advance the peace process. Ulti-
mately, of course, that’s an issue that’s going
to have to be worked out by the parties them-
selves, as all these matters do. But I thought
it was the appropriate thing to do for those
reasons, because of what he said and because
he’s in a position, I think, to push this process
forward.

White House Press Corps
Q. Have you been sneaking out on us?
The President. No. I was amazed when I read

that. We tried to remember if that happened.
I don’t think so. George and I couldn’t think
of a time.

Q. You’re always willing to take us with you?
The President. You know, once I went running

when the press had gone home, but I think
they found me before it was over. And then
when I was home for my mother’s funeral, I
went out in the town there and went to my
old high school, but the press found me. I don’t
think we have. We were trying to think of—
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we can’t—we’ve not been successful in thinking
of five or six instances in which that has oc-
curred. I saw the story. All I know is what
I read this morning, but I’m not aware of it.

Q. Do you feel cloistered in here, Mr. Presi-
dent?

The President. Oh yes, I do. I mean, I wish
it weren’t so. And as far as I know, no other—
maybe President Bush had these same sort of
understandings where the press went every-
where but—I take a pool when I go to a Christ-
mas party. Hillary and I went to Christmas par-
ties; we took the pool with us.

Q. And we enjoyed it.
The President. You do enjoy it? Did somebody

say that? [Laughter] I don’t believe that. A lot
of times you’d like to dump me.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Discussions With Chancellor Kohl
Q. Mr. President, are you going to discuss

the Bosnia situation with the Chancellor?
The President. I’m sure we will.

Q. What will you——
The President. I want to talk to him about

it.
Q. Are you looking forward to the restaurant,

Filomena’s, Mr. President?
The President. Oh, yes. You know, he told

me about it, and so I went there. I took my
family and some friends, and we had a wonder-
ful dinner there. And I would not have even
known about it if Chancellor Kohl hadn’t men-
tioned it. So I told the people when I was
there that the next time he came, perhaps we
would both come together.

Chancellor Kohl. And we’ll do that today.
Q. Will there be—[inaudible]—for Russia

today?
The President. We might discuss Russia.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:10 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. During the ex-
change, the President referred to Sinn Fein leader
Gerry Adams and Senior Policy Adviser George
Stephanopoulos. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance With
United Nations Security Council Resolutions
January 31, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use of

Military Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public
Law 102–1), and as part of my effort to keep
the Congress fully informed, I am reporting on
the status of efforts to obtain Iraq’s compliance
with the resolutions adopted by the U.N. Secu-
rity Council.

The U.N. Special Commission on Iraq
(UNSCOM) and the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) have effectively put the
Iraqi nuclear weapons program out of business
in the near term. The United Nations has de-
stroyed Iraqi missile launchers, support facilities,
and a good deal of Iraq’s indigenous capability
to manufacture prohibited missiles. It has re-
duced Iraq’s ability to produce chemical weap-
ons; UNSCOM teams continue to inventory and
destroy chemical munitions. The United Nations
has inspected, and will monitor, several facilities

identified by Iraq as capable of supporting a
biological weapons program.

Iraq’s formal acceptance of UNSCR 715
(long-term monitoring) in November was an im-
portant step, although long overdue. It is nec-
essary to ensure that Iraq does not break its
promise on long-term monitoring as it has many
times in the past on other commitments. Con-
tinued vigilance is necessary because we believe
that Saddam Hussein is committed to rebuilding
his weapons of mass destruction (WMD) capa-
bility, especially nuclear weapons. We also re-
main seriously concerned about the many con-
tradictions and unanswered questions remaining
in regard to Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction
capability. It is therefore extremely important
that the international community continue its
efforts to establish the long-term monitoring re-
gime required by U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tion 715. Although Iraq has said that it is ready
to comply with that Resolution, it still must take
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